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During the last ten years, despite this “ready supply”, eight permits have 
been granted to import primates into Australia for research.1  This includes 
shipments of 67 macaques imported from Indonesia in 2003 and a further 
44 macaques in 2009, both provided to the University of Melbourne for 
HIV/AIDS vaccine research.2  

Data obtained from CITES (Conventi on on the Internati onal Trade in En-
dangered Species – to which Australia is a signatory), showed that in the 
period 2000 to 2008, a total of 220 pigtail macaques were imported from 
Indonesia, and 46 owl monkeys came to Australia from the USA - all for 
research purposes. CITES advises that it “has not yet received Australia’s 
Annual Trade Report for 2009 so no imports have been reported by Austra-
lia aft er 2008.”3   HRA is aware from Australian authoriti es that at least one 
other permit has been issued since that ti me (likely to be the 44 macaques 
menti oned above).

Captured from the Wild
The Nati onal Health & Medical Research Council’s policy on the care and 
use of non-human primates for scienti fi c purposes states “Non-human pri-
mates imported from overseas must not be taken from wild populati ons 
and must be accompanied by documentati on to certi fy their status.”4   Simi-
larly, Indonesia has an offi  cial ban on the export of wild-caught macaques. 
Ironically, there is no restricti on on the number of monkeys who can be 
trapped in the wild to replenish breeding stocks.

In April 2009, the Briti sh Union Against Vivisecti on (BUAV) published a re-
port on its undercover investi gati on: Indonesia: The trade in primates for 
research. Not surprisingly, the report concluded that the ban on wild-caught 
macaques is a sham.

Conservati on Status
Pig-tailed macaques are classifi ed as Appendix II under CITES, meaning that 
“although not necessarily now threatened with exti ncti on may become so 
unless trade in specimens of such species is subject to strict regulati on in or-
der to avoid uti lizati on incompati ble with their survival.”5  With Indonesian 
forests being destroyed by logging, conversion of land for agricultural use 
and human sett lement, conti nual trade in these primates for research will 
further exacerbate the losses from habitat destructi on.

Bogor Agricultural University
The BUAV report also documents conditi ons at Bogor Agricultural University 
(IPB) – where Australia’s imports were sourced from! 

Extract from BUAV Report
“The BUAV investi gators visited one holding facility at the IPB which they 
were told infant and juvenile long-tailed macaques had been taken there 
aft er they had been trapped on Tinjil Island. The facility contained a number 

of small rooms, each containing one small chain link pen housing around 15-
20 monkeys. The pens were a barren environment with a metal grid fl oor. 
There was no substrate for the monkeys to play or dig in. There was virtually 
no enrichment, just a few perches. The monkeys could only climb the side 
of the pens and there was nowhere for them to hide from each other or 
people. The pens were indoors so there was no fresh air and limited sunlight 
through one window. 

Only one pen was seen to have a water bott le att ached to it. The others 
had free standing bowls made from either rubber or plasti c. In at least one 
pen, this bowl was empty, leaving the monkeys no access to water. The only 
evidence of food was a few pieces of monkey chow seen on the wire fl oor of 
one pen. In other pens no food was visible. The areas underneath the pens 
were covered in waste and what appeared to be monkey chow biscuits that 
had fallen through the grid fl oor. Mould could be seen growing on some of 
the food. This was a stressful environment in which these monkeys were 
forced to live. These conditi ons were in stark contrast to living freely in fam-
ily groups in a natural environment on Tinjil Island.”6 

Added to this fear and misery are the holding pens at airports and long ar-
duous fl ights to desti nati on countries – all this before the research begins!
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Bogor Agricultural University: baby monkey in barren cage

Bogor Agricultural University: Monkeys cling to wire cage
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Take Acti on!

What you can do...

You can access BUAV’s footage at:
htt p://www.youtube.com/watch?v=brKbWMmvWZo

There is NO justifi cation for Australia to support this international trade in 
cruelty and perpetuating bad science.

Australian researchers should be using non-animal methodologies that are 
far more relevant to studying human disease rather than trying to replicate a 
disease in a species that is geneti cally diff erent to our own and expecti ng to 
achieve accurate or indicati ve results for humans.
   
Instead of logically reducing and ulti mately eliminati ng the use of primates, 
Australian researchers are uti lizing those already bred within our three estab-
lished colonies, and sti ll importi ng more! 

WE NEED YOUR HELP! 
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All photos courtesy  of The Briti sh Union for the Aboliti on of Vivisecti on.

• Please sign and post the two enclosed 
 post cards addressed to the 
 Ministers responsible for the 
 importati on of primates.
• Complete our peti ti on (also enclosed)  
 by asking your friends, relati ves and   
 work colleagues to sign, then return
 to us ASAP so that we may submit
 them to the House of Representati ves 
 seeking an immediate ban.
• If you are not already a member, 
 please consider joining Humane 
 Research Australia. For a small annual  
 fee of $25 you can add your voice to 
 ours in  lobbying for eff ecti ve change.
• Become a monthly donor. For a 
 nominal amount deducted from your 
 credit card on the fi rst day of each   
 month, you can help us conti nue our 
 important work.

Whilst HRA opposes the use of ALL primates (as well 
as other animals) in research, we believe that this ban 
will be a signifi cant step toward reducing the suff ering 
of many animals and assisti ng  the BUAV’s eff orts to 
end the internati onal trade.

Please sign and post the two enclosed 

Monkeys being held at Jakarta airport waiti ng to be shipped overseas


